— - Acknowledgemeaent )
A Now Architectire for Writing to Learm

Daniel YWing Kwong GHAMN

Inlsleting a studente' publicetlon project Is an exhllereting
mperonce. It e oeiting to sas how the eoncepts of learming changad
and transformed over the past threa ysars since the insugural issus
wEe publshed In September 2005, | wonder If It |13 a general
phenomancn fournd in Hong Kong schoole whare many young studenta,
or sven parants, may link lsarming clossly with teaching. Scme of them
cannot think of lsarning ecenarios without a teacher belng In the
picture. Thay view Tearning' ae anly being teught'. On the other hand, ea
students sra constantly and continuouely told, sithar by thair parants
o teachers, to study hard, to concentrate and be sttentive during
cleas, some of them would view laarning as en ndividual process of
sansa meking. As 8 result, the concspt of Isarning would sasily be
mietaken a8 & unlleteral procese rether than & more complex soclal
network of events where many ndividuala are imuahed,

Watkine [200B6) ergues that humen beheviour hee also had a8
social dimenaian, and thet knowledge i conetructed both individually
and soclelly. It s more Importent and more effective to promots
lmerning by faciliteting studsnie to bs sngeged in 'gererative’ rather
than 'peesive’ learning activitiea (p.17). Lesrning becomes wvery
effective when the proceea of meking connections between Idees and
between srese of knowledge also operstes in contexts whers
connactions betwasen people are rich (p.371.

Bradeann [2003; xv] arguss that “creating phyalcal space |s the
work of arohiteots end contractors; teaohers orusate optimal speoaa
for teaching and learning in their work”. Orawing fram the mparisnce of
iniciering a students' publication project, Dimension, te form a
comrunity of learnars by enccuraging studants to axplors, think,
crasts snd mxchengse thair idsas and erese of knowlsdge. Our gosl is ko
create & learning community where students cen leam from one
another aa beat aa they oan. We belleva that, as far as learning la
concermed, 'writing' is one of the best prectices of sxploring. lwing,
fecling and apprecisting where “a new erchitecture for writing to
learn” Iz thus propoped.

Our P00 Dimeneion insugural iseue, focussd on Bn aim Lo
provids valushle reom for students to explors, to think of possibilities,
to creats and exchange Idess. Our second lssue In 2008 further
encouraged our atudants to build upon their eqedantial learning
beyond classrcom and esteblish a ralstionship between writing Bnd



lsaming acrase the curriculum, on bopics that stimulatsd their
curioalty and Imaginetion In this third Issus, we BIm to buld & new
architectura for "Writing to Leary, viz Learning to Explore (SRS,
Learning to Live (8EEE), Learning to Fesl {8 } and Learning to

Approclate (MERER). (See fig.)

We are happy to note that thle new architecture Is an ongoing
creative process which brings new raslity to studsnts' lsarning. It
creates new connections  between mesnings, Experiences, contexts
and peaple. Through sharing of thalr writings, studente talk about thelr
in~dmpth underetanding ebout their Iserning mperisnces for intellsctual
development, community aervice, physical and sesthetic develapment.
They make wridng an object of convereetion through telling and re-
talling of stories and Iserning from others. They meka writing Bn object
of reflection which helpa reise their immediate experience sbove a
wider range of meaning end expanded hortzon. They make writing an
object of learming through exploring, living, fasling and sppreciating the
connacticns between mxperiencs, contmxd: and paopla.

Wa belleve thet thls new architecturs for Writlng to Learm,
among and bevend olasercoms, provides a highly eoosasible framework
for individual ssnss making. Building knowledge through interactions
with others could creaca new and shersd knowledpge on a common
fooua. Moreover, atudents are nestad In the lendsoepa of making
connecticns betwesn idess and betwesn srase of knowledge. This new
architertyre gln pperetes in contexts thet touch the minds, heerts,
and soule of those who love reading and writing.
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